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BOOK No 1 POSTCARDS 


The other two folders covered the “ SILKS “ So now the next 
two folders cover the development of the postcard during W.W. 
land 2. During .W.W.1. there literally millions of post cards 
sent by both soldiers and their families on both sides of the 
conflict. The silks were a favourite of the soldiers with the 
postcards as a good standby for a message home quickly, the 
censorship rules applied the same as letters, the only thing 
different was the censorship officer finding anything that broke 
the rules the card was destroyed . Cards home were sent post 
free but cards from the families had to pay postage. 

The British had a history of postcards! holiday cards by the 
sea side and the humorous and a bit cheeky ones. So when the 
war started the companies that printed the post cards easily went 
into war production and many cartoonists and artists made there 
name in their chosen areas, but I will mention a few of them 
while writing up the details of the cards I have. There were 
many companies that got into the post card trade, companies like 
“ Borvil. “& W, D, & H,O . WILL’S. Will’s to promote 
themselves as a patriotic and supporting the soldiers & sailors in 
the war. Many companies and business men wanted to prove 
how patriotic they were by adding their companies name to 
products used by the war office as supplies to the soldiers and to 
there families at home , even the royal family got into the act 
with stiring messages to the troops , the official propagander 
ministry used everything in their power to get the message home 
that we fighting for truth and justice at any cost. 

Mr .John Laffins book takes the first would war from 1914- 
1918 and divides the different types of cards into categories 
being as follows. = Laughing and funny. = Military Men..= The 
essence of man. = Hating and laughing at the enemy.= Women — 
Romance and love. = Heroism , agony and duty. = War and 
religion.= Children and reminders of home. = Soldiers and 
animals. = The war in rhyme. = Entente cordiale.= Our brave 
allies the- French = Gallant little Belguim and devoted 
Russians. = 
American cousins.= Allied Field Service Postcards.= German 
postcards. 
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Even here at home in Australia there were wartime postcards 
they mirrored the British style with a few exceptions , but seeing 
our attitude to mother England could do no wrong that attitude 
was to be expected. Artists in Australia were no different from 
their British counterparts when it came to supporting the war 
effort. In future time this sort of collecting memorabilia from 
W.W.1. will have a very important part of the study of the 
history and times. 

Postcards illustrated the whole range of intense feelings that the 
first world war evoked. Also, because the drawings or 
photograph on each card focused on a single theme the effect 
was, and still is , a powerful one. Friends and family at home 
often used cards rather than letters as they were brightly 
coloured and because they believed , often wrongly , the men at 
the front did not want to be” bothered “by mundane details of 
domestic life, which was far from the truth. For both the soldiers 
and his family a postcard was a safer than a letter because no 
real depth of feeling or sentiment s was necessary, of course , 
people did posses very real feelings but they were reluctant , 
even afraid to express what lay in those thoughts . Neither 
groups — soldiers nor civilians wanted to upset the other . What 
mattered was to receive a card with a well known or dearly 
beloved name on it. 

A I have said earlier my collecting silks and postcards have 
been mainly on the silks , but from now on I hope to expand into 
the postcards as they can be a mirror as well into the souls of 
the people caught up into a conflict that was beyond anything 
that their minds could imagine. One day the families at home 
read in the newspapers that 20,000 British soldiers were killed 
on the first day in the battle for the SOMME, Here in Australia 
many people could not believe what lay ahead, the war that 
would be over by Christmas would drag on for so long and take 
so many lives. But humans are silly people 21 years later they 
were at it again with another world war. But that is another 
story. 
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On the 23/7/ 2012. | bought a pair of trench art shell casings at Bargain Hunt auctions for $ 
80.00 which | thought was pretty good. What a surprise | got when | turned the second shell casing 
over a small round tin dislodged and fell out. What | think has happened is the tin fell into the 
casing and became lodged between the fuse stem and the side of the casing . Being painted black it 
merged in to the interior colour of the shell, and stayed there for goodness knows how long till | 
dislodged it. 

The tin has been made into a pepper shaker , the holes in the lid have been punched 
through with a small nail and | thought what a little great trench art piece it is. On closer look you 
can just make out the name of the company that made the original item and what it was. Using a 
magnifying glass Robyn and | were able to work out what was written. Round the top of the tin. = 
MADE FROM THE ASH OF PLANTS AND PURE VEGETABLE OILS. Under that is written. = 

McCLINTONS HIBERNIA. Under that is .= SHAVING SOAP. Under that D. BROWN & SONS. 
We went to the Google web site and Googled D. Brown & sons Shaving soap 1914 to 1918 and up 
came a very interesting article on products and companies in England supporting the war effort with 
their products. Our Mr. Brown soap company along with the famous pears soaps were in the 
forefront of advertising there products to the men in the field. Avery enterprising soldier when he 
had finished using his shaving soap,he turned his little tin into a pepper shaker , then | would say it 
came home to England as a trench art piece on sale in a shop for the princely sum of 12 POUNDS 
then some how it ended up inside the shell casing The sticker showing the value of 12 pounds is still 
on the side of the tin. 

Our copier ran out of ink while it was printing out the article on the war time “ WAR 
EPIGRAMS “ but what we have will be put in our folder of W,W, 1. Postcards for future reference. 
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The following two cards are of French design and cover the glory of 
France. The first one ,= Capturing the colours of a German unit by the 
French Zouaves during the Franco , Prussian war. At a town called 
SOLFERINO on the 24,June 1859. Card No 2 = Distributing the colours 
to units of the French army on July 14. 1880. Cards showing the past 
glory of the French army, clearly designed to show the soldiers what to 
try to achieve in their war. 
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The following two cards were sent by a soldier 7 months before the end 
of the conflict finished. By the tone of the writing shows how much he 
enjoyed his work. 
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France = 17/ 5/ 1918. 
My dear sister Florie, LE DRAPEAU DU 2% ZOUAVES 
Your ever loving letters of Feb. 19.and 24 arrived décoré après la bataille de Solférino 424 juin 1859). 
safe and sound today , very pleased to hear you are all in the best of g ai 
health as it leaves me at present.Also received 3 letters from mother 1 
from Allen and Bessie and 3 from Elsie. So I am taking the opportunity 
of answering them in a dugout near a ruined village not many hundred 
yards behind the front line of trenchers and we get a few shells everyday. 
We are kept busy in the push. It is nearly two months since I was back in 
civilization and it is very hard to say when I will be again. A few days 
ago I had a position on top of a ruined house in the village sniping and 
observing and it was some sport watching the Hun walking about their 
trenches and behind their lines. I accounted for a couple of Huns that I 
know of and a couple, possibly several others. I found these cards in the 
same house as I was in so they are “ Suveneirs De La Guirre. “ No Florie 
I havn,t still got those pendant photos as they wore out in my pocket. 
Well Flo this is all at present, so will close with love and kisses, 
From your loving brother.xxxx. ; eset k TE 7a : oe an eas 
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This card is interesting to the point of what it does’nt tell us. The 
front is an eladerate patriotic show of togetherness that is full of 
symbolism. This is my impression of this card.= 


No .1. = It is an Australian card. It has the two Australian flags 
the red and the blue national flag superimposed beside the 
British flag. The floral arrangements from left to right.= A sprig 
of wattle.= A bottle brush flower. = Two flannel flowers and 
either three Christmas bells or gum nuts pods. The same 
arrangement is on the right side. The view is from middle head 
showing a freighter entering the harbor but out of the sunrise 
rise over Nth. Head. With the sun rays very pronounced like the 
National Army badge. Hornby Lighthouse and flag staff on the 
right. But in the far distance there is a sailing ship on the 
horizon. No 2.= The hands clasped in friendship one for Britania 
the other for Australus with the slogan “ HANDS ACROSS 
THE SEAS.” Says we remain committed through the good 
times as well as the bad. It is a civilian post card for the morale 
of the civilian population. 


The following three cards are for loved ones. Husband.= Boy friend.= 
Friend. Patriotic with a floral design in the shape of a horse shoe.Centred 
with a royal crown , above a scroll with the words “ Peace with 
honour.” above ‘ To my HUSBAND on ACTIVE SERVICE.” Verse 
inside is. = My loving thoughts are with you. 

Each day while we are apart. 

And the prayer that heaven may guard you. 

Dwells always in my heart. 

May courage, good health be yours. 

Till the days of war be done. 

And may god grant you a safe return. 

When peace once more is won. 


le 
HUSBAND 


O 


IL 
ACTIVE SERVICE 


Card No. 2. for Boy friend. Just look at how patriotic this card 
is, = The union flag flying and in front of this is the British lion 
ever vigilant, standing on a scroll which says,= “ Staunch and 
True.” Above = To my BOY FRIEND on ACTIVE SERVICE 
.The verse inside is. = The girls are all proud of their boy friends 
in khaki or in blue. 
All though it is very lonesome 
I am specially proud of you. 
Good luck, good health, the best of pals. 
And of course a speedy return 
To someone who’ ll wait with a cherry 
Smile while she keeps the home fires burn 
Ing. 
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Card No. 3, = For a Friend. The cover of the card has an inverted horse 
shoe , ( to keep the good luck in.) with a branch of a bush in flower and 
the British flag flying , above the slogan .= Wherever you go GOOD 
LUCK. Go with you ! Inside verse.= 

Where ever your doing your bit today 

May you always come smiling through. 

For when we know youre cheery and fit 

Then we will “ keep smiling “ too. 


| Wherever you go 
| GOOD LUCK / 
| go with you , 


A post card from the U,K. The company producing this card is.= 
RAPHEAL TUCK & SONS. Post card No 3149. “Art publishers to their 
majesties the King and Queen.” The card was produced in 1917 and there 
is a message from the king. = 


THREE YEARS OF WAR , WITH ALL THEY HAVE MEANT TO 
EVERY HOME IN THE BRITISH EMPIRE. HAVE SERVED TO 
WELD MORE CLOSELY THAN EVER THE BONDS OF UNITY 
WHICH STEELS THE HEARTS OF THE WHOLE NATION IN 
THEIR FIRM RESLOVE TO SECURE THE SACRED PRINCIPALS 
OF JUSTICE, FREEDOM, AND HUMANITY. IT IS FOR THIS WE 
FIGHT AND, BYGODS HELP. WE MEAN TO TRIUMPH. 
GEORGE V. R.I. 


The card shows the flags of the ten nations on the allied side during 1917. 


Hows that for stiring the patriotic feelings of the nation ? There was a 
certain amount of war weariness , the high casualty numbers with very 
little to show for the losses, The inept leadership in the army by the senior 
officers, all started to erode the peoples will to carry on. 


This card was produced by = Inter art Co. London . It is part of their 
patriotic 111 Series. Card No 806. This card was produced in 1915 and it 
shows a soldier of the 5 major nations standing in front of their nations 
flag.= ( L to R.) Belguim. = France. =U,K. = Russia. = Japan. This is a 
little known fact of W,W,1. That Japan offered her service to the U,K. in 
any way to help in the war effort, this was gratefully accepted and the 
Japanese navy and its nations cargo vessels were made available to the 
allies. The first convoy of Australian troops going to the middle east were 
protected by units of the Japanese fleet as well as vessels of the 
Australian navy. The slogan at the base of the card is. “RALLY ROUND 
THE FLAGS BOYS. 
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RALLY ROUND THE FLAGS, BOYS! | 


The following 6 cards I have can be placed under the heroism title.The 6 
that I have are part of a larger number showing act of valour in the field 
.These cards were targeting the younger males 13 to 17. The two most 
notable artists of the time.= A. Pearson & Caton Woodville Did many of 
this type of art for the civilian market. FRONT.= Shows a Russian 
cavalry soldier rescuing a comrade under fire. REAR.= One of the 
soldiers of a Russian cavalry unit performed an act of bravery going out 
and rescuing a wounded comrade under enemy fire . The soldier was 
afterwards discovered to be a young woman who had volunteered to join. 
She was wounded in an other battle and sent to hospital in Keiff. (Keiv.) 


RESCUING A WOUNDED COMRADE UNDER FIRE 


One of the soldiers of a Russian Regiment P O S ar C A R D s 


perforined an act of great bravery, going out 
and rescuing a wounded comrade under the | 2 
enemy's tire. The soldier was atterwards | The address only to be written here 
discovered to be a young woman who had 
joined as a voluateer. She was subsequently 
wounded and sent to the hospital at Kiet 


Card No. 2. = Another Russian card . Hand to hand fighting under the 
colours. Osnas the Russian hero. Winning the cross of St. George. 
REAR= A Jewish medical student from Vilna named Osnas , has just 
received the Military Cross of St George .For saving the colours of his 
Regiment in the last terrible fighting in East Prussia. He now lies in 
hospital suffering from severe wounds ,where everything possible is 
being done to save his life. 


OSNAS, THE RUSSIAN HERO, WINNING THE CROSS OF 
ST. GEORGE 
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Card No 3. = Shows chaotic street fighting. Heading.= The brave London 
Scottish at work , REAR. =After being in position but 48 hours the 
London Scottish were ordered to attack a village under the cover of 
darkness, they advanced and within a few hundred yards they charged 
with their bayonets . After a few sharp thrusts in the narrow streets the 
Germans fled and the London Scottish had won their first success, 


THE BRAVE LONDON SCOTTISH AT WORK 


a. 


After being in position but 48 hours the Post CA R D | 
London Scottish were ordered to attack a t 
village. Under darkness they advanced, and 3S. s 
when within a few hundred yards charged The address oniy to oe written nere. 
with their bayonets. Afterafew sharpthrusts | 
in the narrow streets the Germans fled and 
the London Scottish had won their first | | 
success. 


Card No 4. = French Airman German Cavalry. Heading. =French 
airmans brave deed. REAR. = As soon as the German lieutenant was 
near enough the airman shot him at point blank . He then set fire to his 
machine and jumping on the horse of the dead lieutenant made off at full 
speed , vainly pursued by Uhlans whose horses were inferior to that of 
their officers. 


FRENCH AIRMAN’S BRAVE DEED 


f As soon as the German Lieutenant was near p (@) S T C A R D . 
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then set fire to his machine and jumping on iE EE ULL i 
the horse of the dead lieutenant, mage off at The address oniy `> be written ber 
full speed, vainly pursued by Uhlans, whose | 
horses were inferior to that of their officer. * 
| 


He 


Dritisn Manutacture 


66 


Card No 6. = Heading. = Belgium soldiers firing at the front line. = 
REAR.= Belgium boy scouts distributing food, and drinks in the firing 
line. Belgium boy scouts have shown remarkable pluck during the 
fighting in the trenches outside LIEGE, serving the soldiers food and 
drink in the firing line. It can be seen that this can be very dangerous 
work and should be written large in the roles of daring deeds in this war 


of wars. 


BELGIAN BOY SCOUTS DISTRIBUTING FOOD AND DRINK 


IN THE FIRING LINE 


Belgium Boy Scouts have shown remarkable 

pluck during the fighting in the trenches out- 

side Liege, serving the soldiers with food and 

drink in the firing line, It,can be seen that 

this is very dangerous work, and should be 

written large in the roll of daring deeds in 
this war of Wars. ° 
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Card No 5. = Heading = The Jast gunner. = REAR. = One by one the guns 
were silenced. The men who had been serving them lay dead around. At 
last only one man was left. He went on doing his best , working steadily 
and calmly. He would have gone on till he dropped under the fire of the 
Germans , but an officer called him away . “ and you can bet “ the hussar 
said. “ that he was mighty sorry to go. “ 


THE LAST GUNNER 


One by one the guns were silenced. The men 
who had been serving them lay dead around, 
At last only one man was left. He went on k 
doing his best, working steadily and calmly. | The address only to be written here. | 
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He would have gone on till he dropped under 

the fire of the Germans, but an officer called 

him away. “And you can bet,” the Hussar 
said, "that he was mighty sorry to go.” 


Card No 7. = The bulldog breed looking very fierce protecting the flag of 
mother England. TITLE “ WE DON’T WANT TO FIGHT , BUT BY 
JINGO IF WE DO. “ How very British is that.?? 
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Post CARD. 


This space may be used for communication. The address only to be written Eire. 


Printed in England. 


The Charterhouse Series. 


As I have mentioned on the previous page I will be keeping the cards in 
order of . =Military. = Tourist . Zepp. = German. Looking at the cards the 
dates are hard to place , some of the tourist cards are clearly the way the 
convoys of troop ships going to the middle east, then on to places 
unknown went. Others you have to make up your own mind . Take card 
No 1. A very charming street scene! A block of warehouses with what 
looks like an T model Ford parked out front of the shop with the name of 
GOWING.Bros. What about the front door guard ? Not every one has a 
boer war 15 Pdr. Parked out front . If that is the local pub remind me not 
to go there. The fun of the chase is what you can make out of the details 
in front of you. The rear of the card to me says it is an Australian card and 
where you put your stamp it says = KODAK and AUSTRALIA. So hows 
that for being a real smartie? But where it was taken who knows! 


Card No 2.= Is a street scene somewhere in Asia, the card is of excellent 
quality in its colour and printing . The colours used have been painted on 
after the negative has been enlarged and then printed to give the card a 
feeling of washed water coloured work. Not what you would call a 
bustling street scene, but it does show a well kept street. REAR.=The 
card has no English written on it , Using French to inform people it is a 
post card and what looks like Chinese writing and the border of the card 
is a very nice design . 
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Card No 3.= Shows a very impressive gentleman standing in local 
clothing with the words. =“ DAKAR Race Toucouleur.” Note on the 
back says.= Arrived Dakar ,French West Africa , 29". June departed 30" 
June. Not allowed to land. Frank. 


DAKAR 
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Card No 4. = This is a beauty , “ZEPP” CHARM. A small piece of the 
frame work of a shoot down Zeppelin which crashed in Essex in 
1916.Many thousands of these tokens were sold in England during the 
war, this is the first time I have seen one of these other than in photo,s 
Having found this one in the middle of the bundle of cards I am over the 
moon for my good luck. It is in perfect condition considering its age. 


KS 


BRP” CHA py 
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Made out of 


Framework of Zeppelin 


brought down in Essex 
by the 


Aircraft Defences, September, 1916. 


SOLD FOR THE BENEFIT OF THE 
L. & N. W. R. WAR SEAL FUND. 


While putting the cards in some sort of order I think I have been able to 
give a fair idea of what our soldier was doing. By looking at the dates of 
some of the cards, you can see a bit of a pattern of what is going on He 
left Australian shore in 1916 travelled to Dakar through the Suez Canal. 
Past Gibraltar and on to ENGLAND where they went into camp on 
Salisbury Plains, with leave in various places and Ireland., Then to France 
where he got hold of a German field post card dated 1917. Wounded in 
1918 sent to hospital in England, recoperated there till returned to unit in 
France, last card in this lot has the date of 1919. 

So our little story starts with the view of Gibraltar and finishes with 
a date of 1919. 


A ship board scene of Gibraltar, black and white in colour .A very 
imposing piece of real estate if I ever saw one. 


GIBRALTAR - Vue Générale 


Card No 2. = IS a tinted photo of , “ THE HOUSES OF PARLIAMENT 
“A tranquil scene on the river Thames. There is no message on the 
back.The card was printed by Cassells’ Art Postcards. Inland postage 2 
penny Foreign postage 1 penny. 
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We have here a sepia photo of Salisbury Cathedral, with a little poem to 
give it some life. = 

As many days as in one year be, 

So many windows in this church we see, 

As many marble pillars here appear ( 8760) 

As there are hours in the fleeting year, 

As many gates as moons one year does view, 

Strange tale to tell, yet not more strange than true. 


No note on back . Photo and Pub. By R. Wilkinson& Co. 


As many days ase 

So many windows. 

As many marble pillars here appear (8760) 

As there are hours throughout the fleeting ‘year ; 

As many gates as moons one year does view, 

Strange tale to tell, yet not more strange than 
"true, a 


SauisBuURY CATHEDRAL. 
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Photo. & Pub. by R. Wilkinson & Co., Trowbridge. 


A black and white card of the interior of Salisbury Cathedral showing the 
screen and choir pews and showing the lofty ceiling in the church. 


Rear of the card. = No message ,but it does show how the cards were 
stuck into the album and then removed. 
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Valentine’s Serias 


A typical village scene of the English country side, peaceful, not much 
changes , f pub on the left a couple of wandering round the village , and 
a lack of traffic to spoil the image. 


Rear of card.= No note no date. Jakes , Wintin. 
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Jukes, Wilton. 


Here we have another village scene, this time it’s the village of Bulbridge 
Wilton . Peaceful , shady trees , the quite country setting that poets have 
for centuaries have written about. 


REAR of card. = No message . Jukes. Publishers. Wilton. 
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Jukes, Publisher, Wilton. 


On this card stands an impressive statue in the city square of Winchester 
a statue of King ALFRED the Great. A row of children and some adults 
give the photo some depth and shows off how big the statue is. It was 
obviously placed at the top of a hill to give it a commanding presence 


Rear of card. = No message , but the date of 4/9/ 16. 


King Alfred's Statue, 
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A close up view of the western front of Salisbury Cathedral. Does not 
show much detail but does show the ornate facade of the building. How 
many people and pilgrims have stood on that same spot as the 
photographer.? 


| 
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Card No 8 Isa black and white photo of the great screen , Winchester 
Cathedral . Showing the intricate carvings and religious icons that even 
today the workmanship still amazes people. REAR of the card.= No 
message only the date 4/9/16. 


The Great Serecn,.. Winchester, Cathedrad 
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Card No 9. = A sepia card showing a tranquil scene of the manor house a 
bridge and well cared for gardens. The focal point of this card is the 
bridge. Wilton House and Palliadian Bridge. At the dissolution Wilton 
Abby was granted to Sir William Herbert, afterwards the Earl of 
Pembroke, who commenced the erection of Wilton House, the present 


stately pile , on the ancient site : the designs were by Hobein and Inigo 
Jones. 


"Palladian Bridge. At the 
gene to Sir William 
embroke, who com- 
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Photo. & Pub. by R. Wilkinson & Co., Trowbridge. 


Card No 10.= A close up of the bridge with a story about it. Palladian 
Bridge, Wilton. The grounds and gardens of Wilton are exceedingly 
beautiful, one of the finest features is the Palladian Bridge, with an open 


Ionic colonnade, which was built by Henry, Earl of Pwembroke, from a 
design by J, Morris. 


Palladian Bridge, Wilton 
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Photo. & Pub. by R. Wilkinson & Co., Trowbridge. 


Card No 11. = This card shows off the house. If I had a house like this 
one I would show it off, but after 400 years I am a bit worried a bout the 
tuck pointing.? And the plumbing !. Story. = The seat of the Earl of 
PEMBROKE , King Charles the First was a constant visitor , and 
Shakespeare acted here before James the First in 1603. That was a hard 
act to follow ? No wonder no one else tried. 


The Seat of the Earl of Pembroke, 
Chas. I was a constant visitor, and 
Shakespeare acted here before James 


$ Iin 1603 
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Card No 12.= Now we have come to the cards that are part of our soldiers 
visit to Ireland . None of these cards have any messages on the back , the 
one that may have had something written on it was stuck down in the 
album then torn out which has caused damage to this card. TITLE.= Dinis 
Cottage Killarnay. All the other cards in this group have the name 
Killarney where this one says Killarnay. After all this time who cares 
how they spelt it. 
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Card No 33.= A sepia card showing a very tranquil scene, if you were 
able to see this lake and the surrounding area with the hills and mountains 
behind, the blue of the lake the green of the hillsides. Quite a different 
view of the battle fields of France. TITLE.= Lower Lake ( from the lake 
hotel.) Killarney. 


Fower Lale (from Lake Hotel) Killarney 
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Lawrence, Publisher, Dublin. 


Card No 34. = Imagine what it was like for our soldier if he was lucky 
enough to see the rugged beauty of this valley and the surrounding hills, 
What a story in his letter to his family , girlfriend about the things he has 
seen , the history the beauty of the country side and the people so foreign 
to him so far from home. TITLE.= Gap of Dunloe, Killarney. 
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Card No 15. = A sepia card showitig a rather large outcrop of granite , it 
does look rather menacing . I would hate to climb it without a very nice 
pathway to the top, but it does look fearsome. TITLE.= Eagle Nest 
Mountain. Killarney. 
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Card No 16. = Another sepia card showing another peaceful and tranquil 
country scene by the lake. Why would any one want to leave a place so 
beautiful as this for the horrors of war.? TITLE.= At Innisfallen 
Killarney. REAR.= No message on back. 
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Card No 17. =A tinted card showing a ruined Abby, showing how nature 
takes back what is hers, with the trees and grass covering the ruined 
walls. How was it destroyed? A fire? Or the disolution of the Abbies? 

We will never know unless we travel there and ask.! What makes this 
card so interesting is the fact the card was printed in SAXONY a state of 
Germany , obviously the card was printed before the first world war 
started and Ireland being a neutral country they would do business with 
both sides. TITLE. = East Window Muerross Abby. Killarney. REAR. 
=No message on back. 
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Cards No 18. = 19. Are a real challenge !one has faded very badly while 
the other is quite clear. This group of cards shows our friends journey 
from joining up in the army, his travels to England , to the war in the 
western front. The next 15 cards show us a little of what he and his 
friends faced, I would love to see the other cards and letters that were sent 
home. So let us begin ! Card No18, is faded but it still tells a lot, (1) it is a 
very imposing building. (2) There are two groups of men standing lined 
up and waiting to be told to do something. (3) There are two soldiers 
standing on the verandah on the left of the photo . (4)There are two 
soldiers standing in the centre of the photo . (5) The drive way is lined 
with large stones which have been painted white lining the edge of the 
drive, an old army saying is if it is standing still you paint it , if it moves 
you salute it. (6) There are no flags or buntings , so these two groups of 
men are probably officer cadets just joined up for King and country. 
(7)On the right of the group towards the rear of the building is a bell tent 
with a soldier standing in the open flaps. What a building I would love to 
know where it is, the verandahs are typically Australian with most 
probably cast iron lace work, for sure quite a place to see. 


Card No 19. It is the same building , the photo has been taken from 
along the pathway to the right of where the photo was taken on card No 
18. Look at the difference , lots of flags and buntings , the same lined 
pathway with its white stone border, but in the foreground we have a 
soldier pacing his beat along the path. A young boy is running up the 
slope to return to his family and a soldier is coming down the slope to 
possibly talk to the soldier on guard. Families in civilian clothes near the 
building . Roth cards were produced by Kadak Aust, No date but it would 
be nice to know what the building was and what it is now. 
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Card No 20. = Shows the calk hills of Hurdcourt, near the Salisbury 
Plains. Stone age people many years ago dug into the chalk hills leaving 
the designs of animals and items that were important to their religious 
beliefs, over the years these chalk hills were protected as historical 
monuments to be looked after by future generations , But during world 
war one when the whole area of Salisbury Plains became one of the 
largest training camps for the British army and Commonwealth countries 
on the way to the fighting in France. The Australians and other soldiers of 
other nations carved into the hill sides images of items important to them 
nationally and even today those images are still there looked after by a 
new generation of people are making sure the sacrifice of those soldiers 
was not in vain. REAR of card.= This card was removed from the album 
so the grey paper from that page covers over the message that is there, 
someone has written on the card, = The calk hills, Hurdcott, No 3 
command depot England. 


Card No 21. = Shows the same scene as card No 20 but showing more of 
the carvings that were done by the soldiers. On the left hand side of the 
photo is a carving of what looks like an otter I am pretty sure that is one 
of the historicial carvings. But to put this in the context of the times of 
W,W, I. Our army built a rifle range right in front, with little regard for 
history because there was a war on and sacrifices have to be made in the 
name of national safety. This card was written by our soldier boy to his 
wife and once again it was pasted into the album, when removed the glue 
only pulled away some of the page and we can make out most of his note, 
REAR of card = Top right,= Hurdcott. 26 Sept. 

Dearest Vera, 

This is the view of the hills behind our camp. Great 
news darling I’m marked unfit for 6 months and I have a great job in the 
orderly room here. Cheerio, sweetheart, your Frankie will come home to 
you one day when you do not expect it. The rest is difficult to make out. 
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Card No 22. = This is a very official looking card. On the left are two 
wooden buildings making up part of the head quarters of the Australian 
army unit. There are 10 soldiers standing outside the first building 
waiting for who knows what, but that is the way of the army .= Hurry up 
and wait. The flag is the red ensign being a sepia photo the red ensign 
shows up clearer than the blue ensign, a little known fact is the red ensign 
was going to be the national flag but the politicians changed their minds 
and the blue ensign became the national flag round 1917- 18.Standing on 
the right of the card with his hands on his hips standing a few metres 
from what looks like a sentry box.In the background is another soldier 
coming down the road to most probably join the other soldiers. TITLE. 
Headquarters the Camp. This card was sent when our soldier boy was 
injured and sent to hospital, there are cards showing his stay there and 
this card shows his return to unit. REAR. = No 4 , Command Depot 
Headquarters. Hardcott 18/ 8 / 18. 
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Now we come to one of the humorous cards . It shows a soldier wearing a 
hat much to large for him. The card is divided into two,on the left it says 
TAKEN THREE DAYS LEAVE. On the right it says , = GOT SIX 
DAYS C.B. If you turn his hat to the right he has a smile on his face. If 
you turn his hat to the left he has a frown and looks sad. REAR of card. = 

Cheer up darling wife, it will soon be over . Are you ready for another 
trip to Woy Woy . The last 14 days here we have all been wet , cold, and 
windy with the exception of 2 days . This is supposed to be summer what 
will the winter belike. 

Fondest love , your Frank. 


GOT SIX DAYS 
3 “ LAJ 
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The REGENT Series, No. 2209 Printed in England 


Card No 24. = This card is of the same entrance to the headquarters area 
of the photo of card No 22. This card No 24 photo has been taken further 
up the road closer to the sentry box , the trees in No 22 are not as large as 
in No 24 but there is a years difference between the two 

photo’s. TITLE.=Main Entrance through Camp. REAR. =No 4 Command 
Depot Hurdcott . 3/ 11/18. Above Salisbury Plains. In the square where 
you would put the postage stamp our soldier boy has put VF 1919. 
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The following 9 cards come under the title of official postcards, They 
show our gallant allied servicemen carrying out their duties on the 
western front. Sailors fighting on even when their ship is badly damaged, 
Airmen ready to take to the air in planes with little or no safety equipment 
to protect the crew, British Air Ministry would not issue parachutes to the 
pilots and crew as they thought it would encourage cowardness in the 
face of the enemy ! how stupid was that? how many young men died for 
their country because of such rules. At least the Germans recognized the 
benefit of parachutes from 1915 in their balloon units and a bit later in 
their fighter squadrons. Captured enemy soldiers moving to the rear of the 
battlefield, our tanks moving forward to engage the enemy. When tanks 
were first used by the British in battle the German forces had no idea 
what was coming at them out of the fog and many units retreated in fear 
but their artillery forced the attack to be broken off so they returned to the 
stalemate of trench warfare. Our anti aircraft gunners ready to fire on any 
German plane that would dare to try and attack our men. Last but not 
least the damage done to a cathedral by those heathen huns, the unspoken 
word that is what we are fighting for to protect all that is sacred to our 
beliefs. 


Card No. 25. = The first of our official cards shows a section of soldiers 
ready for action if the enemy attacks. Just a couple of things wrong with 
this.= There is no protection for the soldiers in the case of an attack they 
are to close together, but it looks good for the camera and it is a good shot 
of a bard wire entanglement . TITLE. = “WAITING FOR THE ENEMY” 
An alert British outpost on the western front. Nothing on the rear. 


WAITING FOR THE ENEMY 


An alert British outpost on the 
Wesiern Front 


POST CARD 


Card No 26. = What do we have here ? A band of happy soldiers smiling 
for the camera, all kited out with shiney new helmets and clean and ready 
to show off their new uniforms , but first lads a happy cheer for the 
families at home to show we are ready and willing to do our duty for 
King and country. TITLE. = A BRITISH CHEER. On the western 
front.Nothing on the rear. 
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on the Western Front 


Card No 27= Here we have a British anti aircraft gun going into action on 
the western front. Each man in the detachment knows his job and they 
would carry out their jobs with the least amount of fuss. In 1916 the allies 
developed special guns to be used as anti aircraft guns and this coincided 
with the large scale use of trucks, so some vehicles were adapted to carry 
anti air craft guns to make them more efficient and mobile. TITLE.= An 
ARCHIE AT WORK. A British anti- aircraft section on the western 
front.Nothing on the rear. 


AN “ARCHIE AT WORK 


A British anti-an aft section 
on the Western front 
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Card No 28. = Shows a British warship in a very battered condition after 
a battle of the coast near the port of Zeebrugge . The casualty numbers 
must have been high looking at the damage to the upperdeck. TITLE.= 
THE BOTTLING OF ZEEBRUGGE. H,M,S.;Vindictive “ as she 
returned from the fight( H M S. V VINDICTIVE) has since been sunk as 
a block ship at the entrance to Ostend Harbour. The photo of the captian 
Carpenter who was wounded in the battle of Zeebgugge. 


The Bottling of Zeebrugge 

H.M.S. “Vindictive” as she returned from 
the fight. (H.M.S. “Vindictive” has since 
been sunk as a block ship at the entrance 
to Ostend Harbour.) 


+) CAPT. CARPENTER, 
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Card No 29. = Shows a British tank crossing no — mans land to attack the 
enemy . This early style of tank was called a female tank it was armed 
with four machine guns its primary role was to support the infantry in its 
attack then move forward to rout any enemy and capture them. Other 
tanks had 6 pdr. Guns one on each side of the tank , imagine how noisey 
it would have been , with the engine of the tank right in the middle of the 
tank , machine guns firing and the big guns firing and the sound of 
bullets ricocheting of the side of the tank . It would have been terrifying 
going into battle in one of those machines. TITLE. = THE TANK THAT 
BROKE THE RANKS. Canadian official. 
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Card No. 30. = Here is another photo of a tank advancing to the enemy 
trenches. You can see why the Germans were frightened by these steel 
monsters and you can clearly see the machine gun portals, the noise of the 
tank rumbling towards you the guns firing and your shots having no 
effect on it coming towards you . I know I would have been off to get out 
of the way of something like that. TITLE.= A TANK IN ACTION. 
Canadian Official. 
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Card No 31. = This card shows us a group of German prisoners walking 
towards a tank TITLE. =“ TANKED” CANADA’S GERMAN 
PRISONERS FOLLOW THE TANK. Canadian Official 


“TANKED” CANADA'S GERMAN ‘PRISONERS FOLLOW THE TANK. 
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CARD No 32. = Now we come to the Royal Flying Corp. This 
organization came into being early in the war, the only trouble was that 
the men in charge were so set in their ways they could not believe that 
flimsy aircraft could have such an impact on war fare, like the machine 
gun senior officers who had only fought wars with native tribesmen and 
in the mobile forces of the Boers in South Africa . They could not see the 
potential advantage in controlling the battlefield and so many brave men 
on both sides went to their deaths because of stupidity of a class of people 
who thought they new better. At first the pilots were restricted to 
observation flights over the trenches in France where when the Germans 
came up they would fire at each other with pistols and rifles and in some 
cases throw bricks at each other. By the end of the war both sides had 
bigger and better planes that could cover long distances and deliver a 
bomb load to the enemies homeland. TITLE.= A GIANT BRITISH 
AEROPLANE. Ready to start out on a bombing expedition. REAR.= 
W,W,1 Walrus. This photo is a trick photo. 


A GIANT BRITISH AEROPLANE. 
Ready to start out on a Bombing Expedition 
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Card No 33.= Another R,F,C. card showing a group of airmen standing 
round a captured German plane. The life expectancy of a pilot in 
W,W,1was about 3 weeks in the battle zone, the training was a week of 
theory on the workings of a plane, how to fire the machine gun two days , 
taxiing the plane round the airfield after you had learnt to ride a push bike 
round a special course. 2 take offs and landings with an instructor on 
board , then 11 hours of solo flying , you graduated and you were sent to 
the unit that needed more pilots. TITLE = OUT OF ACTION British 
flying men with a captured German aeroplane. 


Printed in England 
OUT OF ACTION 
British flying-men with a captured 
German aeroplane 
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Card No 34. = Showing the war damage of the cathedral in Ypres. The 
area round Ypres changed hands many times during the battles for that 
area who is to say that the Germans were the only ones to fire on the 
cathedral ? But it is very emotive a church in a town or city in those days 
was the centre of social fabric of the people , but when you have a 
cathedral destroyed by constant shelling , a building that had been there 
for probably 400years the meaning of this card is not lost on anyone 
TITLE.= Ypres St. Marks Cathedral shewing shell holes in the tower. 


Ypres. St.Mark's Cathedral 
Shewing shel l 
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Card No 36. = This card shows many local people standing out side their 
church in the town of Armentiers in Belguim . While he was there our 
soldier boy also bought a pack of postcards showing what Armentiers 
looked like before the war . The town suffered major damage during the 
war and there was a popular song with the allied soldiers about the ladies 
of Armentiers. TITLE.= 61 . ARMENTIERS. La Chapelle Rompue. 
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The next seven cards are of a hospital where our soldier boy was sent 
when he was wounded in France. 3 of the cards have a message on them, 
1 the message has been covered over by the glued pages the other 3 are 
plain . During the war with so many casualties many large hospitals and 
many of the grand homes were taken over by the War Dept.for the care 
and treatment of the wounded. My mother used to tell us the stories in 
1917 when she worked as a nurses aide for the red cross in Glasgow how 
the trains with the very badly wounded would arrive late at night so the 
civilians would not see the terrible sights of the badly hurt soldier boys 
coming home . When I joined the Army in 1962 she said don’t join the 
tank corp. 

Card No 37. = Shows a very long pier leading up to the hospital, the 
hospital is quite large with the whole building covering the skyline. These 
soldiers were lucky arriving by ship from France straight to the = 
hospital. TITLE.= Netly Hospital and Pier. . 
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Card No 38. = Taken from the pier looking towards the hospital. Itshows 
a numder of men relaxing on the pier they could be orderlies waiting for 
more wounded to arrive or they could be recuperating wounded enjoying 
the lovely weather. Whatever the reason they are in the photo it looks like 
a nice place to be. TITLE. = R,V. Hospital Hetley. From the pier. REAR. 
= This picture shows the full width of the hospital front. 14 mile. 


Card No 39. = Another photo from the pier, but this one is at the start of 
the pier showing the central clock tower framed by an avenue of trees two 
men are leaning on the railings dressed in civilian clothes while the man 
with the walking stick is in a hospital uniform. TITLE. = Royal Victoria 
Hospital from Pier. 


Royal Victoria Hospital from Pier. 
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Card No 40. = Shows a very impressive building of the grand Victorian 
style built round the 1880s . This hospital was probably the most up to 
date facility money could buy, but the army with so many casualties 
would have gone close to cause trouble for the medical staff with a range 
of injuries, gassing, trench feet, scurvy and other diseases the soldiers 
suffered during the war to end all wars. 
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Card No 41. = Shows a long shot of the west wing of the hospital. Quite 
an impressive building . TITLE. = WEST WING NETLEY HOSPITAL. 
REAR. = No 24. 24/2/18. Dearest Vera, 
I am getting along real well. 

Received 3 letters from you last week. No .156, 157, 158. Cheer up 
darling, I will be home before long. I am not anxious to go back to France 
again. I had enough of it at Passchendale . 

Fondest love, Yours, Frank. 


s e410 WEST WING, NETLEY HOSPITAL. 
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Card No . 42.= Shows a hospital wing . Very neat and very tidy, high 
ceilings to circulate the fresh air and with lots of staff to look after the 
patients. In some of the military hospitals the men who were getting 
better were moved out of the wards and placed in beds in the corridors so 
when they were given the clearance that they were well enough to return 
to their units , the transition from leaving would not be , or so the powers 
that be thought . As we saw in his note to his wife our soldier boy was not 
that keen to return to France, and I don’t blame him. TITLE. =MEDICAL 
CORRIDOR R,V. HOSPITAL NEYLEY. 
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Card No. 43. =Shows the interior of the hospital church. Being a church 
for all denominations with the servicemen being in a controled 
enviorenment they would have had to attend some form of religious ins- 
truction on Sunday. The church looks so quite and peaceful how many 
soldiers came to pray to their god not to let them send them back to the 
front. TITLE. = THE HOSPITAL GHURCH NETLEY. 
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Now we come to the last card in our soldier boys collection , is has been a 
trip down memory lane with him leaving Australia in 1916. His travels to 
Africa, through the straits of Gibraltor, visited Ireland and then the battle 
fields of France. Wounded returned to England to hospital. We will never 
be able to find out his name , service record or anything about him But 
that is of little importence as we have had a glimce of his life for a couple 
of years , when service to your king and country was of the utmost 
importance when Australians went round to the other side of the world to 
fight in a war that would end all wars. 

Card No 44. = A German field post card for the German army. A very 
plain no nonsense card. The face of the card has a space for all the 
soldiers details. I don’t know if they were posted free for the soldiers or 
not. The rear of the card has lots of space for his letter to his familyor 
friends , with the right hand corner printed for the date of posting. 
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Card No 45. = A very ornate and well designed Christmas card from our 
boy to his family from England in 1916. It has all the right things to pluck 
the heart strings of the Australians serving overseas, where you must 
remember most of the soldiers had not travelled anymore than 100 miles 
from home, and a trip on the Manly ferry was an overseas trip. 
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When we thought we had finished with soldier boy, I was sure there were 
some more cards floating around and I found two more from him. The 
first one goes back to the time he was in hospital at Netley, the second is 
from his mother for his birthday. What a way to finish off his story with a 
card from his mother. 
Card No 46. = A kewpie doll carrying a little kewpie baby .Top right 
hand corner a title “ NUDEKIN.” At the feet of the doll are the words = 
A MASCOT. TITLE of the card is.= IT’S THE LITTLE THINGS THAT 
COUNT. REAR = R, V, H. NETLEY 2/3/18. 

Dearest Wife, 

I am out of bed now Vera, and I am making good 
pregress. I promise you sweetheart, that I will try my utmost to remain in 
Englandor to return to you. Cheer up my little comrade, and bear up a 
little longer . Fondest Love, Your true ? xxx. 
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Card No .47. = This card was sent by his mother to celebrate his birthday. 
Top left hand corner has the words .= Birthday Wishes To My Dear Son. 
It shows a peaceful English country scene, a very calming photo. A verse 
on the right side is. = All the best that life can offer. 

I am wishing you today. 

May you travel over life’s journey. 

With a lightsome heart and gay. 

Loved and loving oner e’er near you. 

Making bright and glad the way. 
REAR .= 

From your mother . A, Bowker. 
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